
 

  

‘I never saw one who forgoes lose out’ – 'לא ראיתי מוותר מפסיד'  
 I read the story of Parashas Behar and I also have a story to tell. 

I rent an apartment in one city and I rent out a house in another city. The   
tenant started to fall behind in his payments, and instead of paying 
thousands he wanted to pay hundreds, a true mockery. 
I understood that he had no way to pay, but I also had to pay my rent, 
the situation was really difficult. A few friends who heard about my 
predicament suggested that I bring a strong man along with me and 
physically evict him from the apartment, that will end the problem.  
I listened, and even it made sense to me, my heart would not let me do 
this even if I was 100% right, and even if it was according to halacha 
(which I did not check), but my heart could not evict someone from my 
apartment by force. I suffered for another two months and by this point 
he was not even answering his phone. Until now he would answer and 
offer a few shekel, but now there was no response! I called the neighbor 
that lives one floor below and asked him to knock on his door, he did 
and there was no answer. 
After two days of hearing nothing, I asked the neighbor to try to open 
the door, and to his amazement, he found the house empty of people, 
but the place had been ransacked and was a total mess. I got there to 
find the faucets detached and rusty. The light fixtures were pulled out 
and hanging from the wall. The sockets were pulled from the wall, and 
you could not even tell what color the wall was. It was clear they just 
picked up and left the country leaving their debts behind. I decided to 
sell the property and buy something closer to me. 
I brought a broker to sell the property, but the price he suggested was 
so low that it did not pay to sell. I realized that there was no other option 
than to invest in it and do a complete overhaul. Once I was renovating, I 
did it as if it were for me, as if I would live there, and so I did not scrimp 
and I put in beautiful lighting and I made the apartment look really 
beautiful.  
After the renovation was completed, I brought another broker to see it. 
He was very enthusiastic and said the place was beautiful, bright, and 
airy, and there are no such apartments like it. He thought it was worth 
200,000 shekel more than the market value… not the 20,000 that was 
the cost of the renovation, rather ten times that. Now I knew that 
Hashem caused them to leave the apartment in a shambles, so that I 
would profit even more. Were it not for the mess, I would have plastered 
a little and be done with it. But now, I saw at the end that everything 
was for my benefit. Of course, one who foregoes never loses, and now I 
did not forcibly evict them, and Hashem sent them away two months 
later… 

      ב.י.
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 You will eat your bread to satiety – מכם לשבעלחאכלת ו  

Commonly, if you want to describe a sumptuous banquet, you 

rave about the types of food served, and how ravenous the 

people were, and the more you describe it the more significance 

you give it. In contrast to this, there was a time when the 

significance varied by the patron. The Gemara (Gittin 56a) 

describes for us one of the wealthier men in Yerushalayim by the 

name of Kalba Savua. The Gemara tells us that he was called this 

because anyone who entered his house hungry as a dog [kalba] 

left satisfied [savua]. But it does not tell us the type of food that 

was served to his guests or how much they ate until they were 

satisfied. The main thing is they entered hungry and left satisfied. 

Can we compare nowadays when one wants to describe a lavish 

wedding, and the food was uniquely delicious, is it enough to say, 

‘everyone left satisfied’? 

Our parsha begins with the berachos that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 

promises Israel that 'אם בחוקתי תלכו' – ‘If you will go in My 

statutes’. One of the berachos is 'ואכלתם לחמכם לשבע' – ‘you will 

eat your bread to satiety’ (26:5), and in order to understand the 

essence of the beracha Rashi explains ‘he will eat a bit, and it will 

become blessed in his innards’. That is, the beracha is that it will 

be enough for the person to eat a little and it will be satisfying, 

and he will not have to eat a lot to be satisfied. The intent is not 

that he will be lacking chas v’shalom since the Torah writes 

immediately before this  והשיג לכם דיש את בציר ובציר ישיג את'

 threshing will overtake vintage for you, and the vintage‘ – זרע'

will last until the sowing’, and Rashi explains, ‘for the threshing 

will be plentiful, and you will be busy with it until the vintage, and 

you will be busy with the vintage until the time of the sowing’. 

Thus, we see that despite that it will be bountiful and they will 

not lack for any food, still there is a unique advantage that the 

person will not have to eat a lot to be satisfied, to the extent that 

the Torah gives it such importance in the berachos! 

In our generation, a generation of bounty, we are used to looking 

at the exterior of everything, to count food according to portions, 

to arrange a banquet according to the appetite of the guests, etc. 

We think that this is a sign of plenty and blessing. But the Torah 

teaches us that this is not proper; too much food is not good for 

the person and it causes many illnesses. But the true beracha is 

when there is a healthy spirit in a healthy body, and this is the 

beracha ‘he will eat a bit, and it will become blessed in his 

innards’. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Bechukosai 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Moreso, we see that even if the person is not aroused to do Teshuva, 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not fully punish him so long as he does not 
veer towards other paths. It is brought down in the Gemara (Yevamos 
63a) ‘Rebbe Elazar bar Avina said, “Punishment only comes to the 
world for the sake of Israel [so they should be afraid and do Teshuva] 
as it states (Tzephanya 3:6-7)  'פנותם נשמו  גויים   I have‘ – 'הכרתי 
eliminated nations, their towers have become desolate’,   החרבתי'

 ,I have destroyed their streets without passerby‘ – חוצותם מבלי עובר'
יושב' מאין  איש  מבלי  עריהם   ,their cities have become ruins‘ – 'נצדו 
without people, so there is no inhabitant’. Then immediately after 
מוסר תקחי  אותי  תיראי  אך  ''אמרתי   – ‘I said, “Just fear Me, accept 
chastisement”’ [I thought that by destroying the nations you would 
truly fear Me, and because of what befell them, accept rebuke]. 
Chazal said (Bereishis Rabbah 1) based on the posuk (Bereishis 1:1) 
 In the beginning of G-d’s creating’ – that the‘ – 'בראשית ברא אלקים'
world was created for Israel who are called ‘reishis’ [the first]. 
Seemingly, this is astounding, if the purpose of creation was just for 
Israel, then why did the Creator Baruch Hu create a multitude of 
nations which have no purpose? However, based on the Gemara we 
can answer this question. The nations were created to hold back 
punishment from Israel, for if HaKadosh Baruch Hu had to arouse Israel 
to do Teshuva, H e would His anger flare up against them. 
We also see from this the extent of the love HaKadosh Baruch Hu has 
for Israel, for Yisbarach knows that the actions of the nations are so 
much more evil and despicable than those of Israel, and even so He 
created them to hold back punishments from Israel. 
The early ones said this regarding Egypt as well, that the Ten Plagues 
served as a punishment for Egypt and a cure for Israel. Israel was also 
at the forty-ninth level of impurity, and there was almost no difference 
between the Egyptians and Israel. When Israel saw how the Egyptians 
were punished for their evil deeds, fear was aroused within them, 
perhaps they will be smitten like them. They were very aroused for 
Teshuva, and this merited for them to be saved. 
And so, until the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, the nations served 
this purpose for Israel. Whenever there was a need to arouse Israel to 
do Teshuva, punishments were brought upon the nations, and this 
would arouse Israel to do Teshuva and hold back the divine anger. 
Even nowadays, although the enemy has overpowered and smitten us 
mercilessly with two destructions, and the hand of the nations rules 
over Israel, this is not a proof that changes the order of Bereishis. This 
also does not prove that HaKadosh Baruch Hu punishes Israel before 
punishing the nations. The troubles that come upon us are only 
because we were not aroused by the punishments against the nations. 
Because of our small-mindedness, we still have not earned to do 
proper Teshuva to correct the flaws. However, even in our desperate 
situation HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not want bad for us, and He still 
punishes the nations first. Therefore, we should pay attention to the 
punishment of the nations that we hear about from afar, so that we 
should do something and there will be no need to be smitten for our 
sins. 
It is not good for me when I hear news that there is war among the 
nations, and we hear how one nation attacks another and many 
people die from both sides. We should not be happy about the loss of 
the wicked. We should pay heed that Heaven is teaching us to dispel 
the stubbornness in the heart, and this will prevent the destruction of 
the House of Israel. Therefore, it is fitting that we be aroused with awe 
and Teshuva, and in this way we can fulfill the desired purpose of these 
punishments.  
 

 תכלית היסורים היא תשובה
The purpose of challenges is Teshuva 

ף אני עמכם בקרי והלכתם עמי קרי: והלכתי א ואם באלה לא תוסרו לי 
כד( -והכיתי אתכם גם אני שבע על חטאתיכם: )כו:כג  

If despite these you will not be chastised to Me, and you behave 
casually with me, then I, too, will behave toward you with 

casualness, and I will strike you, even I, seven ways for your sins. 
(26:23-24) 

Rashi explains: You will not be chastised to me – to repent to me. 
When we consider these words of Rashi, we see the great mercy of 
the Creator Baruch Hu for Bnei Yisrael, His merciful ones, even when 
according to the letter of the law they should be punished. Chazal 
said (Berachos 5b) that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is not suspect of 
punishing without justice, and there is no doubt that the person 
himself is guilty of the troubles that befall him, even if he suffers 
unbearable suffering. As it states in Iyov (34:10-11) ל ל  -א'חלילה 

... כי פעל אדם ישלם לו וכארח איש ימציאנו'י מעול-מרשע ושד  – ‘To do 
evil is sacrilegious to G-d, and iniquity to the Almighty… for He repays 
the deeds of man and causes man to find according to his conduct.’ 
We see here that the Creator Baruch Hy warns Israel that ‘you will 
not be chastised to Me’ – if after all the hardships and anguish that 
befalls you, yet you still do not accept My rebuke, ‘and you behave 
casually with Me’, then I will continue ‘then I, too, will behave 
toward you with casualness, and I will strike you, even I, seven 
ways for your sins’. Rashi previously explained the intent of ‘seven 
ways for your sins’ (26:18) that HaKadosh Baruch Hu will bring seven 
punishments for the seven sins that are stated above (26:15). That 
is, these punishments are not for the new sins on top of the old ones, 
but rather for these sins mentioned above. Even though they have 
already suffered bitter punishments and severe hardships, yet they 
have not accepted the punishment that was due them. The attribute 
of justice is still extended over them to punish them with unbearable 
punishment as the Torah will enumerate, until they lose their minds 
and eat the flesh of their children Rachmana litzlan. 
This means that based on the strict attribute of justice the person 
deserved to be punished so harshly just for the seven sins alone, for 
just as the greatness of the Creator Baruch Hu is indescribable, so too 
the punishments that the person deserved is immeasurable to those 
who rebel against Him. 
However, in the place where you find the greatness of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu you will also find His humility. Therefore, He shows 
kindness with the person and restrains the punishments and gives 
the person the possibility to return to Him. Then as per the value of 
the Teshuva, He will nullify the bitter punishment, that he really 
deserves. As we see, in most generations Israel did not come to the 
category of the harsh rebuke mentioned in the Torah. This is because 
Israel is accustomed with Teshuva, and in its merit, they earn to be 
rescued from the punishments. However, even the person who 
delays doing Teshuva, HaKadosh Baruch Hu conducts Himself with 
him with mercy and does not mete out what he deserves at one time. 
At first, He punishes him partially with the intent to arouse him with 
this and return from his sin. Only when this small punishment does 
not help, then there is no holding back from the attribute of justice 
to punish him as he deserves Rachmana litzlan. 


